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The Voice of Northwest Boating:

Mission Pillars: Advocacy, Awareness & Preservation
and Growth of Boating Opportunities




RBAW Update 10/26/23 (1)

* FYC is currently one of 20 WA Yacht Clubs that have upgraded
to Sustaining RBAW Club memberships, including 9 of the G14
Clubs. FYC has committed to pay $20 annually for each of its
members, next in February.

 Since July, RBAW’s first Executive Director, Katie Bohocky, has
been actively leading ongoing outreach efforts to other Yacht
Clubs and pursuing potential corporate/contributing donors as
well as additional Individual non-affiliated memberships.
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RBAW Update 10/26/23 (2)

 Dialogue continues with WA Dept of Revenue to implement a
market-based depreciation schedule for Watercraft Excise Tax
calculation, in place of the current fixed 28% rate for craft owned
>14 years.

e San Juan County recently introduced a Development Management
Plan (SDMP) that will affect all residents and visitors, with the goal
of commencing implementation in the next 2 years. Recreational
boaters and RBAW have an important opportunity to advocate for
support of boating-related infrastructure and maintenance, in
proportion to proposed user fees.
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Goals & Objectives

The four goals and their corresponding objectives presented below were refined from

the public engagement process of May 2022 to align with the shared values identified
throughout previous surveys and other planning efforts. These goals and objectives are
cross walked to specific actions outlined in the Cooperative Action Plan found in Appendix I.

San Juan Islands Destination Management Plan (SDMP) - Preliminary Draft




DISTRIBUTION OF

ESTIMATED COSTS

A goal of this plan was to achieve balance in the actions. The table below summarizes the
breakout of actions and their associated costs and reflects how the balance was achieved. The
funding listed are the additive costs of projects and activities identified in this planning process. Many
actions and costs noted here have already been incorporated into other plans, such as the ROSS Plan.

Objective Strategy Type / # actions Investment

¥ |

Play /3 $4,000,000
Biki 055,000
"‘ Play / 4 $55,000 A
Flay /10 $700,000
Trails 7 i
oy /2 5 700,000
Play / 4 200,000
Marine Access 450,
o Play / 2 $250,000 Lt

o Move /1 4200,000 v
Vehicle Parking Mave / 5 %41,000 '
M 1 1,000,0
Vehicles ove/ $ 00 $1120,000
Move / 3 120,000
Mobility Move / 7 $1,055,000 $1,055,000

Capacity Tracking ™ Monitor /8 $152,000 $152,000

Funding & Tracking ™  Pay /7 $141,000 141,000
Totals 13,016,000

i infastructure ‘M management
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PLAY: Boating & Marine Access (cont.)

strategy # Action Timeframe Island Cost Funding Sources Owner

. Ml Assess environmental, cultural use and social conditions 2026 All See Ross Plan Recreation Environmental
I at popular bays and access points; set standards 500000 Conservation Stewardship
for each. Install public mooring buoys for rent (and Organization, PSP

eliminate anchoring in such areas) in order to support
orderly, sustainable destination access while protecting
enviranmental and cultural resources.
M2 Upgrade marine facilities throughout the county with 2028 All See Ross Plan Recreation Public Warks
latest low impact designs. £1000:000 Conservation
Organization,
Roads Fund (10K /

year)
. M3 Create additional recreation access {kayak launch 2025 San Juan See Ross Plan Recreation Environmental
I amenities) and restoration at Jackson Beach on County £600000 Conservation Stewardship
Public Works property. Remove creasote pilings and Organization
shoreline armor that currently degrade the site to
improve the quality of the experience.
q M4 Adjust meerings on Sucia and Stuart Islands based on 2026 Outer $200,000 State Parks WA State
I moaring buoy condition analysis and carrying capacity Islands Parks
around those Islands. 5et fee structure to encourage
moarage use and eventual elimination of anchering in
sensitive bays.
M5 Establish reservation system foer public mooring buays 2027 Al $250,000 Recreation Environmental
m inpopular locations at densities that preserve the Conservation Stewardship
environment and visiter experience. Develop and Organization, DME
publicize overnight visiting boat counts as an indicator of
this important accommodation sector.
Me  Improve Park commercial kayak management. Enforce 2024 San Juan See Ross Plan Program Fund All Parks
m KELP training and standardize launch fee charges across L5000
ownerships.

-
1 infastructure M management
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PAY: Funding & Tracking (cont.)

strategy # Action Timeframe Island Cost Funding Sources Owner

Fl Work with State legislators to establish a Salish Sea 2027 All $20,000 Local Integrating Envirgnmental
m Marine Pass {along lines of Discovery Pass) whose Organization, NW  Stewardship
proceeds would be used for the maintenance of marine Straits

facilities, moorings, and marine protection measures,
Establish a Boating Sticker program, similar to one
proposed for cars and bikes, as the mechanism Tor
enforcament.

F2 Require all cars to purchase and display an annual San 2027 All 35,000 NAA - Revenue County
m Juan lslands Parking sticker. Permit must be displayed for Generating Auditors
each car on the Islands May through September. Proposal Office
F3 Require all marine vessels to purchase and display an 2026 All 15,000~ NAA - Revenue County
m annual San Juan [slands Boating sticker. Permit must be Generating Auditors
displayed for each boating vessel an the Islands. Proposal Office
F4 Require all bicyclists to purchase and display an annual 2026 All $5,000~ NAA - Revenue County
m San Juan lsland Bike sticker. Generating Auditars
Proposal Office
F5 Openup an “at-large’ position for the Ledging Tax 2023 Al $1.000 Existing County County
m Advisory Committee. Current Auditors
Office
F& Establish a business license system in the County. 2024 All 5,000 Existing County County
m Current Auditors
Office
F7 Identify a coordinator to facilitate implementation and 2024 All 100,000 LTAC /County Environmental
m updating of the SDMP in partnership with athers. Current Stewardship

* program exploration/development

-
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How can FYC members provide input regarding the SDMP?

* Send an email to: tourism@sanjuanco.com by October 315t

* Key points:

* Agree that the DMP should guide County investment in Infrastructure and
Management services, to enhance and preserve the Islands’ experience for
the present and future, as articulated the Plan’s Goals and Objectives.

* Revenue generation through user stickers is expensive and poorly enforceable
and instead should be derived from small broad-based fees on goods and
services, such as ferries, marinas, lodging, restaurants, etc.

* Priorities specific for boaters may include: Increasing public mooring buoys in
eco-friendly locations; Creating pre-registration/reservation systems for buoy
use; Increasing transient moorage capacity at San Juan County marinas;
Increasing access to additional desirable destinations, such as Eastsound,
Olga, Orcas “Village”, etc.



mailto:tourism@sanjuanco.com

A Challenge to ALL FYC members:

Please support Fidalgo Yacht Club’s commitment to
Sustaining Level RBAW Club Membership
by choosing an Individual RBAW membership
with your FYC renewal in December!

(LGS |
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