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Upcoming
Events

Mark your calandars 

3/2 Book Club. Zoom

3/7 Threads & Yarns 

3/12 Soup Night

3/18-20 La Connor Cruise

3/19 FYC Ditch Bags Chat at 
La Connor Cruise

3/21 Threads & Yarns. 

3/24 March Dinner Meeting
3/27 Barside Chat - 
Recipricals on Zoom

4/8-10 Cruise to Roche

Make online reservation 
here.

From the Commodore: Kathy Ramsay
I said this statement in a column last year, but this time I truly mean it… There IS a 
light at the end of the Covid tunnel!  Governor Inslee's recent directive lifts the 
requirement for masks being worn inside of buildings on March 21.  FYC decided 
quite some time ago to follow state mandates.  So, beginning that day, you are 
not required to wear a mask inside the clubhouse.  If you desire to continue 
wearing one, that is absolutely fine.
 
The February dinner was a small but very enthusiastic and fun gathering of 
members that ate fabulous food and enjoyed a great presentation  from 
Anacortes Museum, courtesy of Bret Lunsford and Adam Farnsworth.  There’s a 
treasure trove of old photographs of Anacortes back in the late 1800’s available 
for viewing.  The museum is also putting together an interactive map of Bill 
Mitchell’s painted murals that are all around town.  Bill had a projector to put 
these old photos up on a wall of plywood and traced and painted them.  We 
have over 150 of these in town!  I was not born and raised here, but this is now my 
hometown, and I love to learn and see more about its early days.  
 
There's a lot to look forward to during the month of March.  The shakedown cruise 
to LaConner allows boaters, RVers and just day visitors to have a  weekend to 
check out their boat's performance, and go shopping in one of the neatest 
towns around.  Fun, fun, fun!  March 12 will be "Soup Night" and time to talk about 
cruising.  Where?  Who With?  What to see?  There is so much information 
available from our members about cruising - do not miss this.  And, of course, 
soup prepared by our very own master chefs!
 
March 24 is the date of the March dinner meeting.  See John’s Vice Commodore 
column for more information.  I must say how pleased I am that brand new 
members stepped up to host this dinner - great enthusiasm from new FYC family! 
  

Remember volunteering is what keeps these wonderful events and dinners 
coming.  What’s that old poster of Uncle Sam - I want YOU!!  Please step up and 
help.

Commodore Kathy

 

https://www.fidalgoyachtclub.org/store/c2/Events.html
https://www.fidalgoyachtclub.org/store/c2/Events.html


From the Vice Commodore: John Buchanan

It’s been a brutal winter down here in So Cal, with all the sun exposure and skin issues!  Looking 
forward to coming back north at the end of March to the FYC family.

Sounds like another wonderful dinner last month with great food, speaker, and fun crowd!  Thanks to 
Milly Brown and her team for hosting the event and Mark McCaughan for arranging the informative 
speaker.  I also want to thank Laura Hettich and Red Bennett for keeping the club stocked and 
maintained.

Our March dinner will feature our own members Leonard and Lorena Landon, publishers of the 
Waggoner Guide and veteran cruisers.  We look forward to their updates and cruising wisdom.  Gere-
a-deli will again provide the delicious meal and our newest members the McWilliams will be hosting! 
 Don’t miss it!

And don't forget about bar nights most Saturdays at 5pm.  A great way to start the evening with your 
FYC mates.  Thanks to all of you volunteer bartenders, and those that come down and give them 
some business.

Welcome New Members!

 

Don Daschuk and Kathy Buholm

Don:  don.daschuk@gmail.com  407.639.8580

Kathy:  kathy.buholm@gmail.com  206.696.8221



“From the Rear Commodore Team”

It is looking more and more that we will be cruisin’ together this year starting with the March 

Shakedown @ LaConner.  You can go by land or sea – arrangements have been made for either.

Also in March we have a couple of Bar Nights and another on March 12th coupled with the ‘Soup 

Night’ – be sure to sign up!  The dinner meeting is on March 24th – sign up early to help the hosts plan 

the events.
 

We then start April with a Bar Night and then the Roche Harbor Cruise.  We have scheduled a ‘Bar 

Side Chat’ – ‘Pizza and Plotting’ event on April 23rd.  This has always been a fun informational event 

that you don’t want to miss.
 

Please go to the FYC website (https://www.fidalgoyachtclub.org) and in the members section you 

will be asked to login in with the password (if you don’t know it – give any of us a call or email.  Then 

you can click on the SOPs – and in there is the Volunteer Schedule.  The 2022 list of events are there 

and you can see where help is needed for hosts or crew.  You can let us know which event you 

would like to help on.  If you have questions, please call or email one of the team below or Robin 

Young, Activities chair for 2022.
 

We are slowly getting back to having a more normal life and FYC.
 

The Rear Commodore Team

Tom Kuhn, Lee Patza, Bob Salmons, Tom Wallace and Tom Hopper

Threads & Yarns
Threads and Yarns will meet in person at the Yacht club on March 7th & 21st.  We will start at 1:00 and 
follow club covid protocol.  Bring your show and tell from winter projects and your current project.  
We expect to see knitting, cards, quilting, etc.
There has been interest in making a fused fabric art fish which works well as a table runner or wall 
hanging.  We have the supplies for anyone to participate, just come and let your creativity flow…  
hope to see some new faces.
Questions or get added to our T&Y email list contact Barb Hylton or Mary Robbins

https://www.fidalgoyachtclub.org/


2022 Cruise Season Kicks Off This Month!

La Conner Shakedown begins March 18
Cruise captains Jerome and Mary Robbins have been working hard with their crew to ensure 

a fun-filled weekend in La Conner for our first cruise of the season. (Reservations were due March 1.) 
Members will gather for food and socializing in the Swinomish Yacht Club clubhouse so any threat of 
wind or rain won’t stop the fun.

Participants will enjoy happy hour Friday night, Saturday breakfast and a presentation on 
everything you wanted to know about ditch bags but never asked. Members will have the day to 
explore and grab some poker cards from local businesses before Saturday’s happy hour and a 
delicious pork tenderloin dinner. Evening entertainment includes revealing the winning poker hand 
along with an open-mic session for storytelling, jokes and cruising stories. Attendees will enjoy a to-go 
Sunday breakfast.
      
Head to Roche Harbor April 8-10

The second cruise of the year is to picturesque, protected Roche Harbor in April. Cruise 
captains Wayne and Liz Weideman are busy planning several fun activities for members to enjoy. 
Please watch your email for more information and a flier highlighting the weekend’s planned events.
 

If you have questions about the 2022 FYC cruise plans, contact Kim or Steve Woodward, FYC 
cruise coordinators. 

One-Fathom Wine Club

The wine club had another nice turnout for the February tasting.  Zoom has  drawbacks but also 
advantages especially during winter when members from afar can still participate.  So if you are out 
of state you can still join us.  The two wines we are tasting this month are hopefully available at a 
nearby Costco if you can't find them in your local store.  But more on that below.

In February  Dave and Joanne Wilshin hosted our tasting and we tasted two Malbecs.  One from 
Argentina and the other from the Canoe Ridge Vineyard in eastern WA.  Both were well liked scoring 
16-17 out of 20. 

This month we will get together over Zoom at 5pm on Thursday March 10th. We are going to taste two 
Chardonnays, one that is oaked and the other unoaked.  More details on what that entails will be sent 
out to those participating.  Both wines are available at Safeway but according to a Costco website 
they are also both available at Costco.  Hopefully that includes one near you.

From France we will taste a Louis Jadot Macon Village Chardonnay ($14.99 club price at Safeway) 
and from CA the Sonoma Coast La Crema Chardonnay ($18.99 club price at Safeway).  Please note 
that the La Crema wine is the Chardonnay from Sonoma Coast.  They also produce Chardonnays 
from Monterey and the Russian River Valley so look closely at the labels.

Cheri Ault will be hosting the tasting.  Please RSVP by March 9th to receive the zoom link and other 
information.  Please respond to: cheri.vivian@gmail.com.  Looking forward to seeing everyone!

mailto:cheri.vivian@gmail.com


 

Ships Store

 

Online Ship’s Store is OPEN!

Shop now for your spring and summer boating attire!  Find us on the member side of the FYC 
website.

Click on the Ship’s Store icon. Read about our online store and our 
provider T-Shirts by Design in Anacortes, and then click through to see 
our fresh collection of t-shirts, ¼ zips, hoodies, vests, jackets, caps and 
bags. 

Ordering is super easy, and yocan choose to pick up your orders or have them shipped to your 
Ordering is super easy, and you can choose to pick up your orders or have them shipped to your 
home. I already have my new FYC t-shirt for the La Conner Shake Down Cruise.  How about you? 
And remember, new members can take 20% off Ship’s Store items (excluding burgees) in the 
clubhouse. 

Let’s go shopping to show our FYC spirit!

Sue Smith and new Ship’s Store team member Virginia Kelley

March 12 – Soup Night – Time to Talk Cruising

Cruising time is almost here! What better way to share ideas than to get together for a meal 
with your FYC friends.  Whether you are making plans for this year or sharing your past 
experiences, everyone has something to contribute.  We will also talk a little about the 
planning resources the club has to offer.  So join us for soup, salad, bread, dessert and great 
conversation on March 12.  Please sign up by March 7 so we know how much to cook!  See 
you at the club!



Book Club News

FYC Book Club is open to all members and offers an opportunity to spend an 
enjoyable hour sharing thoughts about the book chosen for that month. Book club 
participants recommend and vote on the book to be discussed, ensuring a wide variety 
of literary (and sometimes not so literary) entertainment and lively discussion.

Make the first Wednesday of the month, 10 a.m.,  on Zoom, your Book Club Day. We 
would love to have you join us and partake in our always-fascinating conversation 
surrounding each book’s themes.  

If you'd like to be included in notifications, please contact Joanne Wilshin 
(joannewilshin@gmail.com).

Our books through September are below. 

March - The Vanishing Half, by Brit Bennett
April - The Madness of Crowds, by Louise Penny
May - The Night Watchman, by Louise Erdrich
June - Eleanor, by David Michaelis
July - The Book of Longings, by Sue Monk Kidd
August - Half the Sky, by Nicholas Kristoff and Sheryl WuDunn
September - The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laura Dave 

-- 
Joanne Rodasta Wilshin
joannewilshin.com 

February Dinner Meeting

mailto:joannewilshin@gmail.com
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FYC Upcoming Education
 
FYC Ditch Bags 
Saturday, March 19th  after breakfast at the La Conner Shake-down Cruise
 
Bring your ditch bags and plenty of ideas to share with your fellow yacht club members.  Liz and 
Wayne will lead a discussion starting with the items in their bag and how they plan on using them.  
We will also cover your ditch bags and your procedures for abandon ship or other emergencies at 
sea.  Everyone is welcome to attend this discussion.  Please call Mary or Jerome Robbins to find out 
when it will start, or Wayne and Liz with other questions.
 
 
FYC Reciprocal Bar-Side Chat
Sunday, March 27th at 5:00 PM by Zoom
 
Fidalgo Yacht Club Reciprocals represent agreements we have made with 104 yacht clubs to share 
mooring privileges, and access yacht clubs and their amenities.  
 
The focus of this bar-side chat is to introduce members to potential yacht clubs to visit and take 
advantage of mooring opportunities at little or no cost. We will go over the process of locating 
information about location and restriction, using a reciprocal through a reservation or first-come-first 
serve basis and the processes to register and pay for your stay. 
 
You will be guided on a hypothetical cruise south to explore Puget Sound and take advantage of 
reciprocal moorages available to our members. The San Juan Islands, northern waters and British 
Columbia reciprocals will also be covered given time available.
 
I invite all FYC members that have visited reciprocals to share their experiences as well. 
 
Jerome Robbins
FYC Reciprocal Manager 2022
 
April Education Barside chats:

·      April 9th , Man Overboard Drill, Roche Harbor Cruise
·      April 23rd , Pizza and Plotting, FYC clubhouse 

 



RBAW News

I attended my first monthly RBAW meeting, remotely, in early February and want to provide a summary of the 

issues discussed, with thanks to Linda Newland, RBAW Secretary and Port Townsend Yacht Club delegate, 

whose shared summary I am working from. Early in the meeting there was a nice tribute to our late FYC 

member and  RBAW delegate, Bob Murphy, for his stellar contributions in the engineering and boating realms. 

Bob leaves a legacy of accomplishment and it’s clear to me that I have some large shoes to fill!

Update on Legislative Issues The Derelict Vessel Removal Program (DRVP) bill (SB 5598) that redirects 25% of the 

Watercraft Excise Taxes that we pay each year from the general fund into supporting the DVRP, passed 

unanimously out of the Senate Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources and Parks committee and is now in the 

Senate Ways and Means Committee. The House companion bill (HB 1700) passed unanimously and has been 

sent to the Senate. This good news looks promising for adding about $7.5 million to the DVRP in the coming 

biennium.

The mandatory wearing of a personal flotation device (PFD) by kayakers, stand up paddleboarders and 

canoers (HB 1707) is up for a second reading, though as of early February it had not been assigned a date for 

a House Floor vote. RBAW supports this bill as written, with a narrow crafting of terms that were written and 

approved by consensus in the State Parks Boating Advisory Council that included RBAW Treasurer Loyd Walker. 

There are still some mixed feelings over a mandatory wearing of PFD by these recreational users, so the odds of 

it getting all the way through the Legislature are somewhat up in the air.

A request for $300,000 in the Governor’s operating budget (SB 5693/HB 1816) to provide education and 

awareness training on Lake Union to reduce conflicts between boaters and float planes using the Lake, is now 

in the Senate Ways and Means committee. If passed, the money would be used to finance appropriate local 

or federal government agencies or non-profit organizations to support outreach and educational programs. 

The money would come from marine safety grants administered by the Recreation & Conservation Office.

Watercraft Excise Tax Depreciation Schedule The Dept. of Revenue confirmed receipt of a petition letter from 

RBAW and eight other entities challenging part of the DOR’s ruling, given the adverse impact it would have on 

vessels purchased 14 or more years ago by boat owners. The revised depreciation schedule showed an 

unsubstantiated increase in value for these older vessels that did not match researched data that a firm 

collated for RBAW, from the boat values given to the Dept. of Licensing. This data was submitted along with 

the letter. The DOR is required to respond to this petition letter by February 21.

Update on Lakebay Marina The next steps following the recent acquisition of Lakebay Marina began with 

writing a Memorandum of Understanding between the Dept. of Natural Resources and State Parks as to how 

the RBAW Marine Conservancy and these agencies will work together moving forward. Also under discussion is 

how to remove trash, derelict vessels as well as unsafe pilings and docks at the site. New docks and boating 

facilities are planned with future funding. Furthermore, the Conservancy has endorsed a Maritime Heritage 

Area management plan developed by the Trust for Historic Preservation as the Trust sees Lakebay as a natural 

place to utilize future funding from this program.

The next RBAW meeting is scheduled on March 3rd. 



 

 




